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It is very exciting that the club is able to publish our Spring 2019 
Newsletter on our recently updated and impressive new 
website. John Thompson has done a fantastic job to get this 
launched and as with any new pieces of software please be 
tolerant of any glitches whilst we iron them out. Thanks goes out 
again to our devoted committee and for their reports on yet 
another successful Southend Art Club year.

Sharon Henson 
Media Officer

As usual at some time in the year a report is 
made by the Chairman and other members of 
the committee. I am pleased to have this 
opportunity of letting you know what has been 
going on over the past year.

Firstly, my health. I won’t bore you with all the ins and outs of the 
past twelve to eighteen months but to suffice to say as far as the 
cancer is concerned, at the last look by the specialist he could see 
nothing to worry about. So the effect is that my voice isn’t as strong 
as it once was and I can’t make announcements as I once did. (Some 
would be pleased about this). However, in view of what I have been 

President Christine Dodson
At the end of my first term as President I am well 
aware of the advance in technology and the fact 
that we are now able to produce this newsletter 
on line.   I would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to the new website and I think they 
have done a tremendous job.      

Hope you enjoy reading the contents.

My best wishes to all our members.
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through and the time that I and Jayne give to the club makes it 
difficult to do everything we would like to do ourselves. I have told 
the committee that at the next AGM we both will be stepping back 
and letting others take over. Therefore you will need to find 
someone willing to take on these roles, Chairman and Secretary, as 
of the AGM 2020.

You may be wondering what is happening to our use of the cottage. 
As I type this report it is necessary for me to arrange a meeting with 
our Patron, Charles Tabor, who owns the cottage, to find a way 
forward for a venue for our summer programme. Charles has given 
us notice to quit our use of the cottage but has, since purchasing 
Sutton Church, offered us accommodation there. He understands 
our needs in respect of our summer programme and storage space. 
His intention is to make Sutton Church a community centre for the 
people of that area and will give us use of the venue. It seems such a 
shame after the club has occupied the cottage since 1973 and all the 
work our members have put into it, mainly Laurie Newton who we 
must say a special thanks to. It’s such a wonderful spot and we were 
lucky to have been able to use it for so long.

We continue to search for a permanent venue for our exhibitions. 
The Cliffs Pavilion aren’t able to give us dates for the spring because 
of their use of the space we use, being needed as an extra bar area. 
Malcolm (our Exhibitions Organiser) has done well in getting their 
agreement for the last couple of autumn shows and indeed the 
church in Leigh for our spring exhibition. I’m sure he will tell you 
more in his report.

Jayne Andrews
This year again has been a busy one. With 
continued problems with our email system, 
which I hope I have now overcome. I am working 
along side John Thompson our web manager 
looking at different systems to make life a little 
easier for all of us.

Secretary
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I continue to assist Malcolm Perry with the admin side of the 
exhibitions. This is a time consuming job which again John and I are 
exploring a new system to stop me having to spend every day for 
several weeks collating everyone’s entries. We are hoping to have a 
new system in place next year so please bare with us.

Again this year I baked for our open day. Most of the cakes were 
consumed so that’s good for me and I hope everyone enjoyed my 
efforts.

Yesterday I received a thankyou letter from Havens. We collected 
£22.48p in the boxes at the exhibiton.

Jayne’s Fool Proof Victoria Sponge Cake Recipe
As you all know my passion is baking. I like to make this as easy as 
possible. Throw it all in the bowl at once and bingo!!!!

This is my fool proof recipe for a Victoria Sponge cake.

Ingredients

•  225 g (8 oz) softened butter

•  225 g (8 oz) caster sugar

•  4 large eggs

•  225 g (8 oz) self-raising flour

•  2 level tsp baking powder

•  2 x 20cm (8in) greased and 

 lined sandwich tins

Method

• Pre-heat the oven to 180°C/Fan 160°C/gas 4. Grease two sandwich 
tins then line the base of each tin with baking parchment.

• Measure the butter, sugar, eggs, flour and baking powder into a 
large bowl and beat until thoroughly blended. Divide the mixture 
evenly between the tins and level out.
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• Bake in the pre-heated oven for about 25 minutes or until well 
risen and the tops of the cakes spring back when lightly pressed 
with a finger. Leave to cool in the tins for a few minutes then turn 
out, peel off the parchment and finish cooling on a wire rack.

• When completely cold, sandwich the cakes together with the jam. 
Sprinkle with caster sugar to serve.

Treasurer Sam Quilter
I have summarised the major points which were 
submitted for the AGM in October 2018.

This year the Club was worth a total of 
£15,917.30 compared with £13,880.91 in 
2016-2017, so overall up by £2,036.39 on last 
year, after depreciation of furniture, fittings and 

equipment and taking into account liquid assets of £11,679.66. 

Subscriptions however were down on last year by £529.00.

Exhibitions were mixed, with Autumn 2017, held at the Cliffs 
Pavilion, being very successful achieving a profit of £542.64. The 
Spring 2018 exhibition held at Leigh Road Baptist Church (the first 
held at this venue) was less so with a slight deficit of £174.80. The 
recent exhibition at the Cliffs, although not as successful as last year 
(there was not a show on and therefore less footfall), still reached a 
profit of £118.53.

The cost of the winter programme was up by £215 on the previous 
year as there was an extra demonstration. The summer programme 
was however £42.50 under spending in comparison to the previous 
year.

The annual Club outing had a slight deficit of £34, whereas in the 
previous year it broke even.

The Cheese and Wine and Christmas events were down on costs by 
£20.11 on the previous year.

Website costs were up by £14.37, as were insurance costs by £38.
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Teresa Cutmore
I hope you enjoyed the selection of artist demos 
that we had for our previous Winter Programme.  
I enjoy the challenge of finding available artists 
for the club and pulling together a varied 
programme - making sure we are covering 
different mediums that are evenly spread out 
across the winter months.

For me, I feel the demos are more about learning different artistic 
processes than watching a painting being completed – though I do 
love to see that, too!  In fact, if any of you have a process that you 
could share as a demo I would be very interested to hear from you. 

I was so pleased that our club member, Liam O’Herlihy was prepared 
to give it a go last year and share with us the different stages of his 
process, along with the influences he's had from other artists.  Liam 
had been unsure how he would demo his procedure as it takes quite 
some time producing one piece, but by having a few pieces at 
various completed stages we could follow his style and learn 
something new about building a composition and how he uses 
household emulsion paint from tester pots with his w/c to create 
harmony in his colours.  Thank you, Liam – we really enjoyed your 
demo!

Winter
Programme

Newsletter costs down by £124 and general administration down by 
nearly £300 as a lot less was being spent on stamps due to e-mailed 
exhibition entry forms.

Cottage expenses were down £514 on the previous year; however 
the Club was now out of contract for electric charges (although not 
costing much more).

There was new income from the Essex lottery which had brought in 
revenue of £29.50

I concluded my report by advising that internet banking should be 
in place in time for the next exhibition.

SAC
SOUTHEND ART CLUB

Liam O'Herlihy 
w/c mixed media 
- Breaking the Mould

Brian Coppard
pastel/graphite - Portrait 

Winter Prog 2017-18 Demos were:

page 5 of 12



Newsletter Spring 2019

Teresa Cutmore continued

Issue 93

This coming year we have another member, Sharon Stone, sharing 
her Mixed Media process, making use of Acrylic Inks in an 
experimental way.  I’m very grateful that Sharon was prepared to 
step in when one of my pre-planned artists became unavailable.  
Thank you, Sharon.  We’re very much looking forward to it! 

We are particularly grateful to another member, Brian Coppard, for 
his willingness to step in at short notice, which he did for us twice 
last year when Dave Crawford was unable to make it (and he helped 
out again in the Summer Programme just a few weeks ago).  Thank 
you so much Brian – we do love your demos!   If any of you feel you 
could be added onto a 'stand by' list, we would love to hear from 
you.  Please do email me or Bob.

Our Exhibition Organiser, Malcolm Perry kicked off our programme 
last year with a vibrant street scene in acrylics and Denise Allen, later 
on, did a seascape in acrylics for us.  I love how the same medium 
can be used with such different results.  I certainly need to see the 
same medium used many times for the methods to really sink in and 
Malcolm has very kindly agreed to do another slot for us this year.   I 
mistakenly put him down for a critique instead of a demo, which he 
would prefer and - as I’m all about keeping our artists happy so they 
will come back and demo again - please note that change in your 
Winter Programme (12th Jan) and I will fit in a Critique again next 
time.

We had demos in oil, acrylic, pastels, gouache and watercolour.  If 
there are any art techniques that you would be particularly 
interested in - that would work as a 2hr demonstration here in the 
Beecroft - I am about to start searching for our Oct 2019-2020 Winter 
Programme so, please do email suggestions.  Do bear in mind, that 
to make it workable as a demo, the technique needs to be 
something that is tackled on a vertical surface rather than flat on a 
table, which would be difficult to project onto the screen.  

SAC
SOUTHEND ART CLUB

Malcolm Perry
acrylic – Landscape

Vic Bearcroft - pastels – Tiger

Denise Allen - acrylic - Seascape 

Ian Brown
watercolour - Boat scene 
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We do look forward to welcoming others onto the team, in more 
practical ways.  It is so helpful having others to call on and both mine 
and Bob’s rolls could benefit from being team orientated rather than 
singerly-led, to cover any unexpected non-attendances on our part.  
My grateful thanks go to both Nick Martin and Keith Watson who 
have kindly agreed to be stand-bys and will be leading our first 
demo this year with Vic Bearcroft on 20th Oct, as I shall be in an 
aeroplane!

Thank you all for your continuing support, particularly with the 
room hic-cup and the parking issues we had.  Parking may continue 
as an inconvenience - though currently the Gallery have no dates for 
when the multi-storey car-park work will begin.  I will do my best to 
keep you all informed but be sure that you either have a ticket on 
display or pay by phone via Mobon (see boards in car parks).  I 
personally use the Victoria Shopping Centre car park.  This is just 
£1.60 for 2hrs/£2.60 for 3hrs, and only a 5 mins walk away.                     
(as at Oct 2018)

Malcolm Perry
The last exhibition, held at the Cliffs Pavilion on 
the 14th ,15th and 16th September 2018, was 
well organised and went extremely well. I must 
thank all the members who helped with various 
tasks from planning, collecting and collating 
entries, to printing labels and helping with the 

 

Exhibition
Organiser

SAC
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Brian Coppard - Critique 
Bill Newton - water mixable oils - Marine 

Sonia Bacchus 
gouache+oil pastels - Still Life 

Jane High
pastels - Cheetah 

Paul Alcock - oil - Townscape 

Linda Series
- oil – Landscape
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setting up, taking down, loading and unloading of what was called 
the best standard of paintings from our exhibitions. Many thanks as 
well to the stewards, organisers and picture hangers and, last but 
not least, the ladies taking entries, giving out labels and producing 
all the administrative work.

I would also like to thank the Cliffs Pavilion staff, especially Oliver 
who organised the dates and went beyond his remit to organise the 
parking, especially for those of us stewarding and constantly 
involved on all days with administration and various tasks, to help 
the smooth running of the exhibition. 

The most rewarding fact was that the sales were excellent, especially 
since there was no theatre show on. We sold 29 paintings and 12 
browsers, which was almost as good as last year’s exhibition. This 
proves that the venue, advertising, banners and posters were 
successful. 

The Friday was a good day for sales and I must thank Kerry Doyland, 
our judge for the event, for her inventive idea of taking people 
around to each award winner’s painting and explaining why she 
made her choices. It highlighted to me how pointless it is for the 
judges in the past to explain the award winner’s work and give 
reasons for choice when one cannot view the work being discussed. 
This is not the judge’s fault, but our fault for not organising this 
better. Unfortunately Ray found it hard to keep up and take the 
photographs as we moved round. Therefore I think we need to have 
the winners work on show at the front when the awards are 
presented. The options for this will be discussed at our meeting in 
March.

Photographs from the autumn and the spring exhibitions can be 
seen on the website, go to EXHIBITIONS and they are listed in the 
drop down menu.

Looking forward to our next exhibition, which is at the Leigh Baptist 
Church hall on April the 11th, 12th and 13th 2019. The banners and 
the posters are done. The judge is Brian Copard and the guest 
presenter for the presentation of the awards is the Southend Mayor. 
We need to make this a success and all put in the same selfless effort 
into the organisation and planning.

SAC
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The summer of 2018 was one of very good 
weather, enabling every event but one to be 
held outside. This is where credit is due to the 
tireless work of Laurie Newton who maintains 
our gardens - which have been a joy to use. 
Everybody seemed happy with our new start 

and finish times. On a couple of occasions members stayed beyond 
the end time because they were so involved in their painting. Our 
guest artists gave very good demonstrations and hopefully 
encouraged members to try different mediums and new 
techniques.

The Summer Party went well and the new 
caterers produced a good buffet. We 
enjoyed having Mike Warner and friend 
providing us with excellent live music and 
also Malcolm Perry for joining them to sing 
a couple of songs.

The Open Day and Art Bring and Buy sale raised a sum of £245 for 
club funds, which was very good indeed. Thank you to everybody 
who brought in items for sale and to those who purchased them. 
Thanks to Ray and Jayne for arriving early and putting out chairs and 
tables and setting out sale items. Also thanks to Jayne for her 
excellent homemade cakes which were as good - maybe better - as 
usual.

Summer
Programme

SAC
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Finally, it is always my intention to encourage as many members as 
possible to paint at our Saturday meetings. I know not all meetings 
are ‘Paint Alongs’. However please bring your paints anyway 
(whatever your medium) as opportunity will often present itself and 
all guest artists can offer you advice in most mediums.

Membership
Secretary

Linda Vost
It was very good news that the last exhibition 
held generated a lot of interest in the Club 
resulting in 14 new members joining for the start 
of the new membership year on 1st October.          
I must thank those members who renewed their 
membership before the end of September 2018, 

as renewals are requested to be received by 1st October. The new 
website is now attracting a high level of interest and I look forward 
to welcoming many more new members who will be able to enjoy 
the remaining winter programme and enter our upcoming 
exhibitions.

Because we are a large club - at the end of our last membership year 
we had a total of 225 -  it is  sometimes difficult to get to know 
everyone and I much appreciate the opportunity to welcome  new 
members personally when they first attend a meeting.  

I would like to remind members to notify any change in their contact 
details, including phone numbers and e-mails, to ensure that we are 
able to keep you up to date with important announcements 
throughout the year such as exhibition news, outings and other 
events.

SAC
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Social 
Events

Vanessa Eastoe
This year our summer outing will be on 
Saturday 1st June 2019 to St Albans, which is a 
unique English Cathedral City. The Old Town Hall 
recently restored shows the towns history dating 
back 2,000 years, so those who enjoy history will 
find this a must visit! On Saturday there is a busy 

street market with a variety of stalls, especially the food section 
having food from around the world. The magnificent Cathedral has 
the longest nave in England, and many interesting religious artifacts. 
I am sure members will find lots to do, either shopping, site seeing or 
sketching in this delightful town.

Our summer party held at Sutton Church Hall, the new summer 
venue, will be on Saturday 10th August 2019. Last year we had a 
new caterer who excelled with a delicious buffet. This is a leisurely 
afternoon, sitting chatting with friends under the shade of the trees 
or gazebos, so I am sure all will want to attend.

Looking forward to Christmas, our buffet party will be at the 
Rochford Hundred Golf Club, a delightful setting for Christmas, with 
a delicious buffet by the resident chef and his staff. This will be held 
on Saturday 17th December 2019, and no doubt will be a 
resounding sucess as last year. Please support your club and join us 
in all these events.

SAC
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Web
Manager

John Thompson
A big thank you goes out to Maggie for running 
the website for many years. Maggie slowly 
stepped away from the post and I have now 
been updating the site, when information has 
been passed along to me. After taking office and 
managing the website it quickly became clear 

that it is a very time consuming and slow process to get information 
onto the site for the following reasons:

• The software used is outdated and not supported by Microsoft 
anymore.

• Working within the software is very limiting, there  is little 
automation and thus time consuming. The old platform offers few 
and dull options.

• The other issue was with the way information has to be passed to 
me via email from members and then transferred to the site, I am not 
always available when emails arrive or when updates are needed.

I proposed to the committee we move forward with our website by 
using a modern web-hosting site (WIX). I have implemented this 
and it is proving more efficient, both with cost and time and I hope 
you all agree provide the club with a current modern site.

The new design and development tools available with the Wix 
software have enabled the new website to be designed with a great 
look and interactivity making it user-friendly. The extra options 
available have created a more instant and interesting place to visit.

I am also able to access the site via my Phone to make changes.

As members we will now be able to enter our details for the 
exhibitions and collect the data on a database that will save the 
Secretary valuable time. The website has also been designed to have 
a Members Area where a Forum can help to create a way for 
members to intereact with each other. Members can post work to 
the Forum and I am working on an upload area that will be a place 
for art to be sent quickly to the site.

The site had only been available to the public for two weeks and in 
this time there had been two people enquireing about membership!

For any help not mentioned here please contact the Web Manager.
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